
One Point Perspective



One Point Perspective:

A drawing method that shows how things appear to get smaller as they 
get further away, converging towards a single ‘vanishing point’ on the 
horizon line. Using one point perspective can help your drawings look 
three-dimensional as though they could really exist in physical space.
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The use of point perspective is sometimes more obvious in artwork of 
man-made settings (interiors and exteriors of buildings, etc.) than in 
natural landscapes, but it can be perceived in these more organic settings 
as well, as in the following example... 
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To practice...

Step 1:

- Using a ruler, draw a horizontal line across your paper and place a dot 
at the center of it. This dot will be your vanishing point. 





Step 2:

- Draw a rectangle or square somewhere on your page underneath the 
horizontal line. 





Step 3:

- Draw lines from all four corners of the rectangle to the vanishing point.





Step 4:

- Add a perpendicular corner to the back edge of your rectangular prism 
or cube.





Step 5:

- Add two more square or rectangles--one above the horizon line and 
one on the horizon line. Repeat the process of connecting their 
corners to the vanishing point and turning them into cubes or 
rectangular prisms. 





Objects above the horizon line appear as though you are looking up at 
them, able to see the bottom of the object.

Objects at the horizon line appear as though they are at eye level. 

Objects below the horizon line appear as though you are looking down at 
them, able to see the top of the object.



To Create a One-Point Perspective Drawing of a Room or Hallway Using a Ruler:

First, draw a horizon line a little above the midpoint of the page and place your 
vanishing point at the center of it. 





Next, draw a rectangle at the center of your page with the horizon line going 
through it and vanishing line in its center. 

Once you have done this, draw four lines from the vanishing point that each pass 
through the corners of the rectangle. Use a ruler!!





The following demonstration video will show how an artist can go from this 
starting point to creating the interior of a room that you see below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOojGBEsWQw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOojGBEsWQw

